
RAMADAN 2022
Prayer Booklet

Ramadan is Islam’s holiest month of the  
year. This year, Ramadan is from April 
2 to May 1. As Muslims set aside time to 
intentionally seek spiritual truths through  
prayers and fasting, please join us dur-
ing these 30 days to pray for the Muslim  
people of China’s Silk Road—Hui, Uyghur, 
Kazak, Dongxiang, Kyrgyz, Salar, Tajik, 
Bonan, Uzbek and Tatar. May God bless 
these people of the Silk Road. 

These prayer materials are in the form of 
a conversation between a Christian, John, 
and his Muslim friend, Ali.

Their conversation is fictional, but its con-
tents are based on conversations with real 
people. Listen in with us to learn more 
about a Chinese Muslim’s life and faith.



Day 1
aPril 2  |  Saturday

FRIENDSHIPS
Ali always greets John, “As-salamu alaykum,  
John.” That means “peace be upon you”. 

“Thank you for your blessing,” says John. “I’m 
glad to see you. May God bless you and give you  
peace.”

Conversations between Muslims and Christians 
are often filled with misunderstandings and ten-
sions. 

Pray that God will nurture our ability to speak 
with gentleness and respect, like the way that 
Ali and John are talking here. 



Day 2
aPril 3  |  Sunday

RAMADAN 
JOHN
Ali, what does Ramadan mean to you?  

ALI
During the entire month of Ramadan, we are 
dedicated ourselves to faith, prayer, charity, and 
fasting. Muslims will stay away from food, water, 
and other pleasures from sunrise to sunset. We 
also invite guests to our homes. By doing this, 
we practice abstinence, and we give ourselves 
chances for charity and reflection. 

Ramadan is important to us. We believe these 
practices are important for living a life of purity 
and asking forgiveness for our sins. 

Pray that God will meet people in the midst of 
their religious practices during the month of 
Ramadan.
 



Day 3
aPril 4  |  Monday

PURITY 
ALI
Since I’ve got to know you, I’ve realized that we 
both believe in God, and we both try our best to 
live a life of purity.

JOHN
I’m very honored that you think of me as a per-
son of purity. Can we talk more about this topic? 
Can I tell you how I try to be someone who lives 
a pure life? 

Pray for Christians as they discuss faith with 
Muslim neighbors, colleagues and friends.  
It can be tempting to get caught in arguments 
or defending our perspective. 

May Christians learn how to answer with kind-
ness and friendship when Muslims are willing 
to talk with us about important topics.  



Day 4
aPril 5  |  tueSday

HUI 
JOHN
Can you introduce the Hui to me? 

A CHRISTIAN LIVING AMONGST  
HUI PEOPLE
The Hui are the largest of the Muslim people 
groups in China, with a population of 10-14 
million. The Hui live clustered in communities 
throughout China, with the biggest groups in the 
Northwest. 

The Hui are the only ethnic minority group that 
speaks Mandarin Chinese as their native language. 
Most people in China will have met a Hui person 
locally through a business or a Halal noodle res-
taurant. Some of their special foods are sanzi—



Day 4
aPril 5  |  tueSday

fried dough twists that are two-meter-long fried 
noodles folded in layers; youbing—deep fried 
round bread; and huicai—meat stew. 

The Hui can be a varied ethnic group. In some 
parts of China, Hui people can resemble their 
Han (mainstream) Chinese neighbors, as they 
have the same clothing and appearance. But the 
most important part of the Hui community life are 
still the mosque and Islamic customs, and every 
Hui keeps the halal diet. In Chinese, the word for 
“halal” is translated “clean and pure”. 

Pray for opportunities for Christians to make 
friends with Hui neighbors. 

May Hui people come to deeply understand 
their identity as beloved by God. 

Pray also for Hui families who are separated  
geographically because of work or studies. May 
they be able to overcome the distances and  
keep each other in their hearts. 



Day 5
aPril 6  |  WedneSday

FRIENDSHIP 
ALI
Do you remember last month, when your 
neighbor’s washing machine was broken? I 
was very surprised that you allowed their fam-
ily to use your washing machine. They came 
over every day, and you didn’t mind. I can see 
that you care about your neighbors a lot.  

As Christians, we may overlook the import- 
ance of acts of kindness when we try to help  
others understand God’s love. 

Pray for Christians in Northwest China to  
demonstrate God’s love in practical acts of  
kindness.



Day 6
aPril 7  |  thurSday

RAMADAN 
JOHN
Will you spend Ramadan with your family? 

ALI
We enjoy big meals each evening, to mark the end 
of the daily fasts in Ramadan. You might be sur-
prised, but my family complain that they always 
put on weight during Ramadan because of all 
the great food! Ramadan is a special time for our 
whole community. We even invite neighbors to 
join us for the evening meals in our home. 

My son is working in another province. I worry 
that he won’t keep the fast this year because he is 
too busy with work. I also worry that he won’t have 
anyone to eat the evening meals with because he 
doesn’t know other Muslims in the area. But he’ll 
ask for a holiday so he can join us for kaizhaijie, 
the big festival at the end of Ramadan.   



Day 6
aPril 7  |  thurSday

Pray for God’s presence to be close to Muslim 
families and neighbors as they eat together 
each evening during Ramadan. 

Pray for families who are separated because of 
work or study, that God will help them to have 
good relationships despite the distance. 



Day 7
aPril 8  |  Friday

IMAMS 
JOHN
Ali, who are the leaders in your community?

ALI
In our Muslim communities, our imams are the 
leaders. They work in the mosque, and serve our 
communities by leading prayers. They teach peo-
ple to recite the Qur’an and serve in our Islamic 
community. 

When money is given to the mosque, the imams 
will distribute it to people in need. When an ani-
mal is slaughtered for meat, an Imam will hold 
the knife. They need to say special prayers at that 
moment so the meat will be considered pure for 
us to eat. 

Pray for Imams as they do their best to lead their 
communities with justice and wisdom.



Day 8
aPril 9  |  Saturday

UYGHUR 
JOHN
Can you describe the Uyghurs to me? 

A CHRISTIAN LIVING AMONGST  
UYGHUR PEOPLE
Uyghurs mostly live in Xinjiang, northwest China, 
with small communities around the world, espe-
cially in Central Asia and the Middle East.

The Uyghur language is related to Turkish and 
written in Arabic script. Today’s Uyghurs are likely 
descendants of Turkic groups who lived in Cen-
tral Asia, Xinjiang and Mongolia. 

Uyghurs were traditionally farmers and trad-
ers, and many today are great entrepreneurs. 



Day 8
aPril 9  |  Saturday

They have a strong culture of music, dancing, and 
beautiful literature. The dap is a hand drum that 
is used when they dance. 

Since the 10th century, Islam has had a large influ-
ence in Uyghur culture. 

Praise God for a rich variety of cultures and tra-
ditions in northwest China. 

May the Uyghur people know that they are 
prized and held dear in God’s eyes. 

Pray for Uyghurs who are facing very difficult  
circumstances, including separation from fam- 
ily members. Ask God to bring them comfort and 
hope.



Day 9
aPril 10  |  Sunday

FOLLOW ISA 
ALI
The other day, you said you are a follower of Isa 
(Jesus). What does that mean? 

JOHN
It means I want to submit every part of my life 
to Jesus. I study his teachings every day in the 
Bible. I pray for his help to treat other people with 
respect and love, and trust God for all that I need, 
like Jesus did. Jesus hears my prayers when I need 
to ask for forgiveness or for wisdom. 

Following Jesus is the most exciting thing in my 
life. Can I tell you about one of the things Jesus 
has been teaching me recently?

Christians often find it hard to explain their faith 
to Muslim friends or neighbors. There can be a 
lot of miscommunication and misunderstand-
ings. 

Pray for Christians in China as they make friends 
with Muslims. Pray that they will be able to 
explain their faith in clear and appropriate 
ways.



Day 10
aPril 11  |  Monday

HOSPITALITY 
JOHN
I still remember when we were eating in our 
favorite restaurant and a group of young travelers 
came in. You talked with them and learned that 
one of them are from the city where you stud-
ied. I still can’t believe you insisted on paying for 
the whole group’s meal. I think I could learn a lot 
from you about hospitality.

Following Jesus is the most exciting thing in my 
life. Can I tell you about one of the things Jesus 
has been teaching me recently?

Praise God for the rich traditions of hospitality 
among China’s Muslims. 

Pray that Christians and Muslims in China will 
be willing to share hospitality with each other. 
The Han Chinese (majority) people love to eat 
pork, which can be a barrier to friendship.



Day 11
aPril 12  |  tueSday

GENERATION GAPS 
ALI
It’s not easy to balance a busy job and my family 
life. My boss expects me to work long hours, and 
often calls me at the weekend or on holidays to 
do extra tasks. 

When I spend time with my wife or my children, 
I’m usually very tired and distracted.

As parents work hard to provide good oppor-
tunities for their children, relational needs can 
sometimes be neglected. 

Pray that more couples will be able to overcome 
busy schedules to build the strong and happy 
marriage and family relationships that they 
hope for. 



Day 12
aPril 13  |  WedneSday

SALAR 
JOHN
Please tell me about the Salar. 

A CHRISTIAN LIVING AMONGST  
SALAR PEOPLE
As one of the smaller people groups of the Silk 
Road, the Salar mainly live in Qinghai Province, 
as well as Gansu and Xinjiang. The Salar language 
is related to the Turkic languages, Uyghur and 
Uzbek, and even has words borrowed from Man-
darin Chinese and Tibetan. Since there is no for-
mal script for Salar, Chinese characters are often 
phonetically substituted for Salar’s sounds. 

The Salar have an amazing story about the origins 
of their people. They came from what is modern- 



Day 12
aPril 13  |  WedneSday

day Uzbekistan, and traveled to the Qinghai 
region, led by a white camel carrying a handwrit-
ten Qur’an. There, they intermarried with local 
Tibetans, Hui, Han-Chinese and Mongols to form 
the Salar people. 

Today, you can visit the museum in the Salar 
hometown to see the handwritten Qur’ran and 
read the story of the legendary white camel.

The Salar are one of many people groups world-
wide who have their own oral language but 
have yet to develop their own written script. 

May this people group of beauty also be blessed 
with Scripture that is translated into their own 
heart language. 

Pray for such translation projects to take place 
and for the Bible to be available to the Salar.



Day 13
aPril 14  |  thurSday

PRAYER 
JOHN
I can see prayer is very important to you. You 
often join prayers at the mosque, and during 
Ramadan, you even disturb your sleep to observe 
the night and dawn prayers. 

ALI
Our daily prayers are called salat. They were  
taught to us by Muhammad. We always wash 
ourselves before praying. We recite sections of 
the Qur’an and kneel, bow and prostrate our-
selves during our prayers. 

We are united with all other Muslims when we 
pray the salat. The movements are good for our 
bodies. Salat prayers show that we approach 
Allah in humility.

Ask God to help us learn from the good exam-
ple of humility and devotion that many Muslims 
show in their prayer life.



Day 14
aPril 15  |  Friday

COMMUNITY AND FAITH 
ARE INTERTWINED 

ALI
The mosque is at the center of our community. 
Our important celebrations are all held there.  
The imams help us with all the main events of 
our lives. They even help arrange support for us 
when we are in need. 

I don’t understand how it works for the non-Mus-
lims around me. During festivals, each family cel-
ebrates by themselves. 

How can you know someone will take care of you 
if you have a need?

The strong bond between Islamic community 
and faith is a big part of Muslim identity. 

May more Muslims realize that knowing Jesus 
is also a beautiful new relationship that is cre-
ates a strong, even miraculous bond. 

May Christians be able to develop strong, sup-
portive communities of faith.



Day 15
aPril 16  |  Saturday

DIGITAL MEDIA 
A CHRISTIAN TELLS JOHN ABOUT AN EMAIL 
FROM A KAZAK MAN

Dear Sir, 

I found your website today. I’m so glad to find 
reading resources in my own Kazak language. 

It is very hard to find anything written online in 
Kazak using Arabic letters, so this is precious to me. 

Can you send me any more material? Also, do your 
stories have special meaning?

Although Mandarin is the national language 
of China, many people groups still do not have 
a Bible that they can read in their own heart  
language. 

Pray for new media and new ways to connect 
people who are open to reading God’s Word. 
Ask that friendships can be established in new 
ways via digital media.



Day 16
aPril 17  |  Sunday

THE BIBLE
JOHN ASKS A MUSLIM-BACKGROUND  
BELIEVER 
Are local believers able to read the Bible in their  
own heart language(s)?

MUSLIM-BACKGROUND BELIEVER
China’s Muslims belong to 10 different people 
groups, each with their own language. The situ-
ation for each language is different. 

Some Chinese Muslim people groups have no 
Bible, and there are no portions of the Bible avail-
able in their language. 

A few of these languages also have no written 
script. They exist only as oral languages and have 
never been reduced to writing. People substitute 
Chinese characters or Arabic phonetics when 
they need to write in their own language.

Small teams are finding creative solutions, 
like creating new scripts for these languages  
(usually based on existing alphabets), or record-
ing oral versions of Bible books.

Pray for people working in Bible translation, 
which often takes decades to carry out. Pray for 
perseverance, skill and safety. 

Pray that there will be enough people to help, 
and for good relationships between team  
members.



Day 17
aPril 18  |  Monday

KYRGYZ 
JOHN
Please tell me about the Kyrgyz. 

A CHRISTIAN LIVING AMONGST  
KYRGYZ PEOPLE
In China, Kyrgyz people are mostly found in south-
west Xinjiang Province. Outside of China, they live 
in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Mongolia and 
Russia. 

The Kyrgyz were traditionally farmers and semi- 
nomadic herders, but today, nomadic living is 
becoming rare. In addition to farming and herd-
ing, many Kyrgyz now work in mining and steel-
works, since their region is rich in coal and oil. 



Day 17
aPril 18  |  Monday

Dancing and ballad-singing are important in Kyr-
gyz festivals, as well as physical sports, like horse 
racing and wrestling. It is an honor to be a spe-
cial guest in a Kyrgyz home and served tradition-
al dishes made with mutton and spices.

Amina, a 20-year-old student, says, “Kyrgyz peo-
ple are joyful. We are able to remain joyful and 
hopeful even at times when we face suffering.” 

Pray that the Kyrgyz may receive the everlast-
ing joy and the hope of eternity.



Day 18
aPril 19  |  tueSday

FAMILIES 
JOHN
Ali, what is life like for modern families in China? 

ALI 
In China, many modern families are separated by 
great distances, due to jobs, studies, or medical 
needs. Children sometimes live apart from their 
parents for many years, cared for by other family 
members. 

Young adults sometimes lack the resources they 
need to take care of elderly parents. For us Mus-
lims and other communities, we all desire to have 
good family relationships, and try to stay in com-
munication. 

Pray for the families who are separated by dis-
tance or busy schedules, that they may be able 
to see their family members and spend time 
together. 

Pray also for the generation gap between  
younger and older members of households,  
that they may be able to communicate and find 
common ground.  



Day 19
aPril 20  |  WedneSday

MOSQUE LIFE 
ALI
I worry about my father. He is upset that his health 
is not good, and he cannot go to the mosque to 
pray every day with other elderly people. 

I don’t know what to do.

For retired people in Muslim communities, the 
mosque is often the center of social life. Mus-
lims (especially men) gather to pray, talk, relax 
and eat together. If an elderly person cannot 
join the mosque’s social life, they can feel very 
lonely and isolated. 

Pray for elderly people who struggle with lone-
liness. Sometimes, they are isolated from oth-
ers because they have chosen to follow Jesus. 
Pray for God’s care to be close to them. Pray for 
family members to give good care and support.



Day 20
aPril 21  |  thurSday

HOLY BOOK 
ALI
I don’t understand how Christians can treat your 
holy book with disrespect. One time, I saw you 
put your Bible on the floor. 

JOHN
I’m sorry for my mistake. I didn’t mean to show 
disrespect to God’s holy word. 

Thank you for reminding us that we should respect 
to God’s word through the things we say, and by 
the way we treat the book.

Misunderstandings happen very easily bet-
ween Muslims and Christians. 

Pray for grace and wisdom for Christians as they 
interact with Muslim friends and neighbors, 
that they can show appropriate honor to God 
through their words and their actions. 



Day 21
aPril 22  |  Friday

RAMADAN: LAST 10 DAYS 
JOHN
Ali, why are the last ten days of Ramadan special 
to you? 

ALI
The last ten days and nights hold special spiritual 
significance in Islam, as Muslims believe that Allah 
shows great mercy to His creation. 

During this time, it is a chance to benefit from the 
immense blessings of Ramadan and seek salva-
tion before the holy month comes to an end. 

Pray that God will open the eyes and ears of the 
Muslims of the Silk Road, so that they may truly 
see Him and hear His voice.



Day 22
aPril 23  |  Saturday

DONGXIANG 
JOHN
I really want to know about the Dongxiang peo-
ple.

A CHRISTIAN LIVING AMONGST  
DONGXIANG PEOPLE
The Dongxiang people mainly live in southwest 
Gansu, and small communities throughout north-
west China. 

The name Dongxiang means “village in the east”. 
The Dongxiang are believed to be descendants of 
Mongols and Central Asians who came to south-
ern Gansu during Genghis Khan’s rule in the 13th 
century. Many Dongxiang people can speak their 
local Chinese dialect, and some young Dongxiang 



Day 22
aPril 23  |  Saturday

speak standard Mandarin. Today, many Dongx-
iang people are farmers, traders or restaurant 
owners. 

The Dongxiang celebrate the same Islamic fes-
tivals as other Chinese Muslims. They are proud 
of the large number of mosques in their region, 
which form the center of community life.

Ask the God to send more believers to Dongx-
iang areas, so that friendships can be built. May 
God use these friendships to bring His Message 
of peace. 

Pray for the economic development of Dongx-
iang communities, and for Dongxiang who  
move to large cities, but struggle to keep up  
with the pace and the cost of city life. 



Day 23
aPril 24  |  Sunday

SIN 
JOHN
Is forgiveness of sins important to Muslims?

ALI
We know that Allah is merciful. We offer an ani-
mal, often a sheep, each year at the festival of 
sacrifice (Eid al-Adha). 

As Muslims, our belief is that after we die, we need 
to cross a bridge as sharp as a razor and as thin as 
a human hair to enter paradise. The animal that 
we sacrifice during the festival is able to carry us 
across this bridge.

Pray for Muslims to hear more about “the lamb 
of God, who takes away the sins of the world” 
(John 1:29).



Day 24
aPril 25  |  Monday

BIBLE 
A CHRISTIAN LIVING IN A MUSLIM AREA
Bibles do already exist in some Chinese Muslim 
languages, but they are used in Central Asia and 
written in Cyrillic script (the script used in Rus-
sian). 

Chinese Muslims read Arabic script, so they can’t 
read Bibles in Cyrillic. 

Pray for people working on the final translation 
and checking process in Bible translation work. 

Pray there are more native speakers of these 
languages who are willing and available to help. 

Also pray for people who are able to create wor-
ship songs and devotional materials in these 
languages. 



Day 25
aPril 26  |  tueSday

BIBLE 
A MUSLIM-BACKGROUND BELIEVER  
SPEAKING TO JOHN 
During Ramadan, we will visit some local fami-
lies and share some stories about Jesus with our 
relatives. 

Would you keep us in your prayers?

JOHN 
Certainly. I have been praying that you will 
become a bridge in your community so that you 
can share more of Jesus’ teachings.

Ask that more Muslim background believers  
will be able to bring the good news of Jesus to 
their own people. 



Day 26
aPril 27  |  WedneSday

BONAN 
JOHN
Please tell me about the Bonan people.

A CHRISTIAN WHO KNOWS MANY  
BONAN PEOPLE
The Bonan people are a small people group (pop-
ulation 17,000). They are believed to be descend-
ants of Mongolian soldiers stationed in Qinghai 
province in the Yuan and Ming dynasties (13-17th 
centuries). Originally, these people were Bud-
dhists, but a group of them converted to Islam 
in the 18th century and migrated to Gansu prov-
ince, just to the east of Qinghai. 

Bonan people are known for being excellent 
at making high quality knives. Other than that,  



Day 26
aPril 27  |  WedneSday

they have customs and traditions similar to their 
near neighbors in Gansu, the Hui and the Dongx-
iang. There is no written script for the Bonan lan-
guage, and younger people often prefer to speak 
Mandarin.

Pray for God’s grace to reach the Bonan people. 

Pray that they will one day have the opportuni-
ty to read God’s word in their own language. 

Pray for wisdom for community leaders as they 
balance integration with Chinese culture and 
maintaining their own language and traditions.



Day 27
aPril 28  |  thurSday

NIGHT OF POWER 
JOHN  
Ali, why is the “Night of Power” so significant?

ALI 
The “Night of Power” celebrates the revelation 
of the first verses of the Qur’an to our prophet 
Muhammad. 

The night is very special, because prayers and 
charitable giving performed on this night will 
have greater value than those done for a thou-
sand months. There is also special forgiveness of 
sins. 

Sometimes, this is also called the “Night of Des-
tiny” because on this night, God determines the 
fate of each believer for the coming year.

As Muslims are motivated to make extra effort 
to pray for forgiveness and blessings this night, 
ask that the Holy Spirit will reveal the power  
of God. 



Day 28
aPril 29  |  Friday

FRIENDSHIP 
JOHN  
I saw the photos you just shared online. It is very 
nice that your family got to take a holiday recently. 

ALI 
Yes, even though we are busy with work, we make 
the effort to travel with our children when we 
have the chance. 

JOHN  
I have enjoyed getting to know your children. How 
was your holiday location? Would you recommend 
that I take my family there?

Pray for Christians as they get to know Muslims, 
that they will be genuine friends and be inter-
ested in all different parts of their lives. 

May they not just share their faith, but their lives 
as well.



Day 29
aPril 30  |  Saturday

DREAMS 
JOHN  
I have heard a lot of stories about Muslims in dif-
ferent countries, who met Jesus in their dreams.  
Do Muslims in China have similar experiences? 

ALI 
Muslims place great importance on what we see 
in dreams. 

We too have heard that some Muslims in China 
dreamed of Jesus, but we don’t know what the 
meaning of the dream is.

Pray that more Muslims will meet Jesus through 
visions and dreams and that they will have 
friends who can explain the meaning of their 
dreams.



Day 30
May 1  |  Sunday

BREAKING FAST 
JOHN  
What is the Festival of Breaking the Fast? 

ALI 
At the end of Ramadan, we have a festival to 
break our holy month of fasting. On the Day of 
Eid, Muslims gather to offer a prayer of thanks. 
We prepare great feasts, wear new clothes, and 
visit family and friends as we celebrate. 

Sometimes, we cannot go home for Eid, so we 
will also invite all of our neighbors to join us. We 
love to share this day together.      

Let us continue to pray diligently for Chinese 
Muslims. Pray that they will experience God’s 
power, joy, and hope. 

May they have true blessings flow through their 
community, and may they make new friends 
who can tell them about our God of Celebration. 
  



NEXT STEPS
aFter raMadan

After you have prayed for the Silk Road  
people this month, how is God directing 
you towards the next steps? 

Consider additional ways to nurture God’s 
love among these people: 

You can stay engaged in prayer by signing 
up for China’s Silk Road prayer letter.

You can join an intercession group to join 
others in praying regularly for Silk Road 
people. 

You can explore possibilities by joining a 
virtual Silk Road trip online. 

For more information, please contact the 
person who sent you this prayer guide.



NEXT STEPS
aFter raMadan

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
and make his face to shine upon us,  

that your way may be known on earth, 
your saving power among all nations. 

May the peoples praise you, God;  
may all the peoples praise you.

Psalm 67:1-3


